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the edge of the great bounding wall of the Deccan, in
order to look down immense precipices of columnar
basalt, and see huge rock-snakes sunning themselves
upon the bastions of old Maratha forts, and be startled
by the booming cry of the Entellus monkey, or by com-
ing on the footprints of a leopard or a tiger.

And it may not be amiss, when -writing of the Western
Ghauts, to point out the remarkable ^parallelism, which
has not before been noted, between these mountains and
the Himalaya, for it may serve to make the contour of
both ranges easily intelligible. Both are immense bound-
ing walls ; the one to the elevated plains of the Deccan,
and the other, to the still more elevated table-land of
Central Asia. Carrying out this parallel, the Narbada
(Nerbudda) will be found to occupy very much the same
position as the Indus, the Sutlej as the Tdpti, and the
Godaveri as the Brahmaputra. All have their rise
high up on their respective table-lands ; some branches
of the Godaveri rise close to the sources of the Narbada,
just as the Indus and the Brahmaputra have their origin
somewhere about Lake Manasarowarj and yet the
former rivers fall into the sea on opposite sides of the
Indian peninsula just as the two latter do. So, in like
manner, the Tdpti has its origin near that of the Narbada,
as the Sutlej rises close to the Indus; and if we can
trust the Sind tradition, which represents the upper part
of the Arabian Sea as having once been dry land, there
may have been a time within the human era when the
Tapti flowed into the Narbada, as the Sutlej does into
the Indus spme way above the sea. There is no moun-
tain group in the highlands of Central India where the
three southern rivers rise quite so close together as do
the three northern rivers from the lofty and inaccessible
Tibetan Kailas, but still there is a great similarity in
their relative positions; and it is only when we think
of the Sdhyddri and Himalaya as bounding walls that